LEARNING CURVE: Toniks provides puplis with foreign language lessons, monitored by a class teacher
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UK couple
worldwide

COUPLE'S inventive use of
internet technology has
enabled them to set up a
global online language school
with minimal investment and
low running costs.
Toniks, the brainchild of entrepreneurs
Kaxen Hollands and her husband, Mike,
offers language classes using free video-
calling technology available from internet
telephone specialist Skype.

From their bases around the worid,
Toniks-qualified, native-speaking tea-
chers conduct pre- ammsed lessons with
their students in virtual classrooms in
real time where they can see and interact
with each other

The 60-minute sessions are recorded so
%tudents can replay the lesson afterwards

trandemareaﬂcamedoutmﬂne
So far the business has 30 tutors in 13

patterns
coming mostly from the UK, US and

C
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Free calls via
have allowed

of modestly
lessons, says

mainland Europe. “But with our
teaching and business models it
does not always mstter who lives
where,” explains Karen, 42

“Flexibility and simpﬂcﬂ:y are the
essentials of our operation, but
because our team are native spea-
kers they have a profound knowl-
edge of the culture as well as the
language they are teaching.”

A E100,000 turnover is expected
this year, with growth continuing at
20 per cent.

Toniks’ co-founders have com
bined their experiences and skills to
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