
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW DID EUROPE BENEFIT  
FROM THE CRUSADES? 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Only the First 
Crusade achieved 
its military aim. 

8 other crusades 
failed. 

BENEFITS 

Trade 

Maths 

Navigation 
Hygiene 

Medicine 

Geography 

Language and Literature 

Castles 

Crusades brought 
Europe into contact 
with more advanced 
east. 

Europeans appear to 
have benefited most.  
In time all these 
benefits would have 
come to Europe.  The 
Crusades speeded up 
the process. 



              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRADE 

New foods introduced to 
Europe – sugar, lemons, 
spices, apricots, melons, 
oranges, pepper. 

Glass brought back to 
Europe. 

Cotton 
brought back 
to Europe. 
 

Silk brought 
back to Europe. 
  

Jewellery brought 
back to Europe. 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
AND 

NAVIGATION 

Europe learned more 
about geography, their 
maps were very 
inaccurate. There were 
more countries in the 
world than they had ever 
thought. 

Improved navigational 
skills would allow 
Europeans such as 
Marco Polo to explore 
more of the world. 

The fact that the Muslims 
controlled the Holy Land 
meant that Europeans had to 
find shipping routes to China 
and India 

Velvet brought 
back to Europe. 
 

Europeans learnt 
how to build 
better ships 

Magnetic 
Compass 
introduced to 
Europe 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDICINE, 
MATHS and 
SCIENCE 

The use of drugs and 
herbs increased.   
 

Opium was 
introduced for 
pain relief.  
 

Western hygiene 
improved- washing 
and sanitation 
(toilets) 

 
OTHER BENEFITS 

The Europeans learned 
more about 
mathematics when they 
found that Arabic 
numbers that we use 
today were far easier 
to use than Roman 
numerals.  Calculations 
were now much easier

Europeans learned more about building 
castles. Square keep and surrounding walls 
were replaced by a series of round towers 
joined by a thick wall.  (Concentric Castles).  

Words such as 'syrup', 
'sherbet', 'elixir', 
'divan', 'candy', 
'assassin' were added 
to the English language    

European literature also benefited 
in the form of legends, chronicles, 
songs and stories that told 
romantic tales of chivalrous 
knights and their brave deeds. 
 

Music, crusaders 
brought to Europe 
such instruments as 
the shawm, which 
was a type of oboe, 
and the lute. 

The sentage and 
curacage use to raise 
money for the 
crusades, introduced a 
system of direct 
taxation. 
 



 
 
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
             
 
 
 

 

What were the 
negative impacts? 

Increased hatred 
between Christian 
and Muslim 

Confict between 
Christians 

Persecution of 
Jews in Europe 

HOW DID THE 
MUSLIMS 
BENEFIT? 

The import of grain.   

They also received a constant 
stream of tourists to the Holy Land 
which brought in money particularly 
with mass- produced souvenirs.  
     

Import of 
horses  

Import of 
timber 

Europe opened up for 
trade 


